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WHAT THE @#$%? 


| knew the whole cussing issue would 
come up soon enough. Just didn’t know 
it would come up so many times in one 
article! :) So here is where we get to deal 
with it, like it or not. 


Some people think that Paul cussed in 
one of his letters. That is controversial 
at best - with some Greek _ scholars 
disagreeing with what others say on the 
issue. Those nutty Greek scholars - 
always disagreeing with one another! 


Think of us like some gritty modern 
action movie that has no cussing. You 
know that the people making the movie 
cuss, and that the characters in the 
movie would also cuss in real life, but 
they choose not to show that because 
they want the movie to be seen by the 
widest possible audience. 


So I guess you could say that we are like 


the Joker in The Dark Knight - creepy 
enough even without all the cusswords. 


http://www.downthelinezine.com 
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VISION: 


Down the Line covers bands that explored the 
intersection between faith and art in the 1980s 
through the early 1990s - even though they were 
probably never accepted in to what is called 
“Contemporary Christian Music" because they were 
too edgy or alternative or liberal or for whatever 
reason. Some of these bands may still be making 
music today, and others may have moved on. We 
cover these bands (active or dormant) as well as any 
new projects by former members of these bands and 
any new bands that may have the same spirit as 
these bands. 


ALL IMAGE AND STORIES ARE THE COPY RIGHT 
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THERE. 


(there would be a whole lot more technical mumbo 
jumbo in this space if we were more professional. But 
that would be boring and all...) 


LETTERS TO US 


Get Along Little Doggies 


The Altar Billies want to give “Down the 
Line Zine” a huge — and gigantic | 
might add - YYYYEEEEE! 
HHHHAAAWW for the great write up!! 
We appreciate you guys and your 
efforts to support veteran Christian 
artists. If you ever need the Billies to 
come out and play a hoedown or 
hootenannny in your area, then just 
give is a holler — and a plane ticket er 
two would be nice, ooohh and an 
upright would be good too as Johnny is 
a wee bit nervous about trying to 
squeeze his bass into one of them 
overhead bins! Anyway, Lord bless 
you, keep up the great work, and 
thanks again for the support!!! 


Mike Stand 
[blog Comment] 


(| have to be honest and say that | 
never thought words like hootenanny 
or hoedown would ever appear in this 
magazine. But it makes me want to go 
to an Altar Billies concert real bad now 
— sounds fun!) 


Because Aliens Cause All Problems 


Thanks for the great tribute to one of 
my favorite artists. I’ve always 
wondered why none of Gene's 
unreleased music has surfaced since 
his passing. Your article mentions work 
on an album after Perfecta...where are 
those tracks? And l’m sure there’s 
plenty of solo demos and Lost Dogs 
stuff too. I’ve really enjoyed a lot of the 
music that was released after the 
deaths Mark Heard and Rich Mullins. 
I’m sure Gene’s fans would appreciate 
hearing more of his music if it’s out 
there. Do you know why nothing’s ever 
been released? Is anything in the 
works? 


Andrew 
[blog comment]] 


(We have never heard of anything in 
the works, but | think the reason why 
nothing much has been released goes 
down the same reason why most of the 
artists we cover have to Sself-release 
their work. Record companies are run 
by aliens. They want to force weird 
music like the Jonas Brothers and Owl 
City on us. I think if the average 
teenie-bopper Owl City fan ever 
listened a Gene Eugene song, their 
head would explode from all the 
honesty. ) 


DTL Goes Oprah! 


Great issue and | really enjoyed the 
sound gallery interview! Not to 
complain, but it would have been great 
to hear more on the Sound Gallery’s / 
herb’s thoughts on certain celebrities 
(you know, really dish it out!), his diet 
tips and tricks, and his secrets on he 
keeps his love life hot. 


Oh well. 


Thanks for the Writ on Water write-ups 
as well (issue 1). After the read, | 
bought A Wingless King from Amazon 
mp3 store and listen to it all the time. | 
would not have heard of them, but for 
the zine. keep it up! 


rhu 
[blog comment] 


(What a lot of people don't know is that 
we actually started out as a magazine 
that examines the diet styles of 
musicians. But the first issue just 
ended up being disgusting. Trust me — 
they eat really bad. So we opted for the 
whole cliché “music” thing...) 
Paging Dr. DTL, Please... 


It was great to read an interview about 
Rick McDonough. But kinda what was 
just even cooler to me was that Nick 
Cave AND PJ Harvey were both 
mentioned in issue #3!! 


Wha? Nick Cave and Pj Harvey are 
two of my most favorite musicians and 
so it does my heart well to know that 
Down the Line has such great taste 
too. ;0) 


Mark Melton 
[blog comment] 


(First diet tips, then love life 
improvements, and now heart health. 
We cover it all here at DTL!) 


Have any other questions, comments, 
theological musings, etc? We would 
love to hear them — come be our friend 
on MySpace or comment on our blog. 
We also do that Twitter thing 
occasionally: 


http://www.downthelinezine.com 
http://myspace.com/downthelinezine 
http://twitter.com/downthelinezine 


New Choir All Around 

According to Steve Hindalong on 
MySpace, a new choir album is in 
the future. The Choir boys will start 
work "soon" on a_ new_ studio 
album. In addition to that, The 
Choir also have a brand spanking 
new website. Not to mention they 
are now on Twitter and FaceBook. 
See TheChoir.net for details and 
news as it unfolds. 


Writ on Water 

In celebration of Midsummer, as 
well as having reached 10,000 
plays on their Myspace page, Writ 
on Water have uploaded an 
extended mix of "A Midsummer 
Wish" to their MySpace play list. 
The band is continuing to rehearse 
in preparation for some live 
appearances later this year, but 
they say that there isn't much more 
to report at this time. Check back 
on their website for more 
information in the coming months: 
WritOnWater.com 


Michael Roe 

Michael Roe is releasing a new 
solo album, We All Gonna Face 
The Rising Sun, while on tour this 
summer with Michael Miller 
(MichaelMillerCrusade.com). Roe's 
new solo venture is another 
collection of covers of classic 
spirituals and hymns. Roe played 
all instruments on the album, 
including mandolin and banjo. The 
first 400 orders also receive a 
bonus disc of alternative versions 
and out takes. 


For the live concerts, select shows 
on the tour will be a Master Class, 
where attendees will have an 
Opportunity to ask Michael Roe 
questions about songwriting in an 
intimate setting and learn some 
guitar playing secrets... as well as 
receiving a free CD of rare and 
unreleased tracks as a _ limited 
edition souvenir! MichaelRoe.com 


The Violet Burning 

The Violet Burning has released a 
new Live CD, Sting Like Bees and 
Sing, as a digital download or 
physical CD. This album was 
recorded by Jeff Elbel live at 


Cornerstone Festival 2007. They 
are also having a massive sale on 
older CDs, as well as digital re- 
releases of older Violet 
Underground releases. See 
TheVioletBurning.com for details, 
as well as upcoming European tour 
dates. 


Galactic Cowboys 

The Galactic Cowboys have re- 
united for three shows in Texas. 
Word is that all 5 former Cowboys 
will be on stage. See 


GalacticCowboys.com for more 
details and ticket information. 


Blackhouse Re-issue 

We Will Fight Back, originally 
recorded in 1988, has been re- 
issued on Klanggalerie records 
from Austria. This is the ultimate 
version of the album as it was 
Originally recorded by Brian Ladd. 
Due to the time restrictions that 
exist with vinyl, several tracks had 
to be taken off the original album. 
Now this classic record comes full- 
length, with the original intended 
running order - plus a booklet that 
explains more about the recording, 
as well as some rarely seen band 


photograph. See Klanggalerie.com 
for ordering information and 


MySpace.com/theRealBlackhouse 
for the track list. 


Steve Scott 

Although it has been out for a 
while, don't forget to check out 
Crying for a Vision and Other 
Essays: The Collected Steve Scott 
Vol. One. | bring this up because 
the ads for Crying for a Vision have 
started to mention that a new CD 
by Steve Scott is coming out in Fall 
2009 called Emotional Tourist. Is 
this a shelved album from back in 
the 80s finally released? A re- 
recorded version of an _ existing 
album? Or maybe a totally new CD 
with the same title as one of his 
older songs? See aLivingDog.com 
for details as they become 
available. 


One Bad Pig 

HM Magazine reports that the Pig 
is considering doing some reunion 
concerts for their upcoming 25th 
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anniversary. If something does 
happen, watch OneBadPig.com for 
details. Paul Q-Pek of OBP now 
also has a side band called We2. 
We2 is a band that does all 
unplugged U2 cover songs. 


Western Grace 

Western Grace features Joshua 
Lory of L.S.Underground - and they 
have finally finished their new 
album. You can preview the entire 
album on MySpace: 


MySpace.com/WesternGraceMusic 


The new album Take Back the 
Scene drops on August 9th. 


Velvet Blue News 

e Map has finished recording 
and mixing Speechless. 
Release has been delayed a 
bit to August. 

e Kissing Cousins has shot a 
video for "Don't Look Back" 
from their new record Pillars of 
Salt. Look for a vinyl version of 
Pillars of Salt in August. 

e Doug Burr is getting ready to 
enter the studio and record a 
new album. 

e VBM has signed Fort Worth, 
TX based Telegraph Canyon. 
Their “Indie / Folk / Other" 
debut VBM album The Tide 
and The Current will be out 
August 8th. 

e See VelvetBlueMusic.com for 
details and links to MySpace 
pages with samples. 


SLIDE 

SLIDE (featuring former members 
of Sincerely Paul) is in the studio 
working on_ their first single 
"January." "January" is planned to 
be a free download single. Watch 


SlideMusicGroup.com for details. 


The Reign 

Not the Stryper song, but an roots 
rock/alternative band from the late 
80s that released one album called 
Back From Euphoria (produced by 
Gene Eugene) before calling it a 
day. Remember them? They had 
a reunion concert recently that was 
filmed and recorded. The DVD/CD 
combo will be combined with a re- 
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issue of Back From Euphoria. See 
their FaceBook page for more 
details here: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Th 
e-Reign/37569052885 


Regeneration Radio 

Jeani Bond of Key Records has 
started a new online radio station 
playing classic Christian alternative 
music. Jeani also reports that a 
new website is in the works. Check 
out the music station online at: 


http://www.live365.com/stations/jea 
nibond. 


Phil Keaggy & Randy Stonehill 

Yep - you read that right - Keaggy 
and Stonehill have recorded a 
collaboration record called Mystery 
Highway. Twelve news songs and 
one Mark Heard cover. Available 
at Amazon.com or PhilkKeaggy.com 


L.S. Underground 

Limited edition L.S. Underground 
T-shirts are available, and the band 
is looking to do select live shows. 
If you are interested in either of 
these, see their MySpace page for 
more details: 


MySpace.com/LSUnderground 


The Lost Dogs 

The Dogs still have an album in the 
works, inspired by their recent tour 
down Route 66. There is a DVD in 
the works, edited by Jimmy Abegg. 
From what we have heard, there is 
no release date for the album yet, 
as they want to do a good job with 
it and not rush it to market. Keep 


an eye on TheLostDogs.com for 
updates. 


Duraluxe 

Duraluxe has a new album (simply 
called //!) out - and you can listen 
to the whole thing before deciding 
to buy it. See: 


http://duraluxe.bandcamp.com/albu 
m/duraluxe-iii 


Starflyer 59 

Tooth & Nail Records has released 
a collection of sorts for Starflyer 59 
called Ghosts of the Past. Disc 
one is the Ghosts of the Future 
vinyl set in its entirety. Disc two is 
a collection of most of the songs 


STEVE'S CORNER 


This was quite an exciting issue to put together. | love many 
different genres of music, and the “goth” scene is one of 
those. Defining “goth” is about the same as defining “punk”. 
It means different things to different people. There are 
some definite elements that are the same across the board, 
but really it is hard to pin down exactly what “goth” is. The 
bands in this issue are powerful and full of emotion which is 
something that | love. | think we chose bands that run the 
gamut of styles within the goth scene. | first started listening 
to this style of music when | was a teenager, and 
interviewing Brian Healy was very cool. | have been a fan of 
Dead Artist Syndrome since | first heard Prints Of 
Darkness, | was probably only 16 or 17 then. Look for Brian 
to also start contributing some articles and interviews here 
at Down The Line. | can assure you, he is entertaining... 


| did want to include Saviour Machine in this issue. It isn’t 
fair to do an all goth issue and not have Eric Clayton in 
here. We tried to line that up. | am a HUGE fan of Saviour 
Machine, | have loved their music since day one, and | 
listen to them routinely. The Mask 1 album is tattooed down 
my right forearm, and | have some of Eric’s lyrics tattooed 
on my left forearm... yes, | am a fan! | will say this and this 
only, Eric will have his say at Down The Line... keep your 
eyes opened in the future! 


So, read on! We ask for feedback as this issue should stir 
many readers here, Brian’s interview is quite provoking. Let 
us know what you like, who else you want to see in future 
issues, and please visit the websites of these bands, check 
them out and help support their art! 


AACHINE 


. 


Close Encounters of the Prosperity Kind 


| remember about two years ago when my wife and | were looking for a 
new church in our area. Most of the churches we went to were great 
churches — just not for us. But there was one that really stuck out to us. 
We were tricked in to visiting one of those Prosperity Gospel “if you have 
faith, you'll be rich” kind of places. 


You see, | say tricked because | would never willingly set foot in any place 
that equates faith with the thickness of my wallet. But a friend of ours told 
us she used to go to a church that was “just like” the church we were 
looking for. | need to go back and check this friend’s sanity. Just like? | 
think not. 


The visit started out innocently enough. Well, as innocent as you can feel 
walking into a building that makes Jerry Jones’ new mother ship (aka 
“Cowboys Stadium”) down the road look humble in comparison. | was 
wondering how many 747s you could fit in the foyer when were greeted by 
a nice lady and swept away to the visitor’s desk. 


After getting a nice, slick stack of pamphlets, we were whisked away for the 
free “tour of the grounds.” | was quickly taken aback by the large neon 
signs pointing out everything along the massive foyer. Coffee this way, 
restrooms here, heated baptismal pool (complete with fancy fountain) over 
there, childcare around the corner, etc. I’m still not sure why they needed a 
neon sign pointing to a another large sign 20 feet away that both read 
“Coffee Shop,” but | found out later how seriously they took their coffee. | 
took one look at the prices in the coffee shop and decided to save money 
by going to Starbucks. 


I’m no expert at neon signs, but the last time | did look in to buying one 
(don’t ask), it was hundreds of dollars for a small one. Kind of depressing 
that someone’s entire tithe for the year went into that overkill of a sign that 
basically only pointed the way to the local altar of Java. 


Next stop was the sanctuary and the start of the service. | don’t think | 
have ever been inside of a meeting hall so large before. The whole service 
wigged out my wife — she had never been to a Pentecostal-style service 
before. She wondered why the music kept playing while the pastor was up 
speaking. | was just marveling at the fact that this dude’s suit cost more 
money than every piece of clothing | had ever bought combined. Not the 
kind of leader | can look up too. 


As soon as the service was over, we tried to make our way to the front 
door. Try being the key word. | guess we left the wrong exit door. There 
were so many of them after all. Apparently, our escape trajectory was at a 
perpendicular angel to the path to the coffee store. Talk about swimming 
against a human ocean! It was like we in that scene from The Matrix where 
Neo and Morpheus are walking against the flow of all the people is suits, 
and Neo is getting knocked all over the place. Except at least Neo was ina 
program that was out to kill him. We had it even worse — coming between 
people and the object of their devotion! Talk about opposition in the spirit! 


The moral of this story? A Prosperity Gospel Fool and their money are soon 
parted. That and we are glad we found a good church the next week. 
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from various recent eps and a 
bonus track from Dial M. 


Neon Horse 

The mysterious anonymous band 
Neon Horse has released a new 
album. Still claiming that they do 
not want to take any attention away 
from the music, the Horse has still 
not revealed the names of anyone 
involved. But most people seem to 
know anyways. Remember back 
when the anonymous band thing 
was just a gimmick to bring more 
attention to who was in the group 
and distract us from bad music? 
Guess the members of Neon Horse 
missed that whole era of music. 
No anonymous band has ever 
done anything but bring massive 
attention to guessing who was in 
the band. So, anyways - if you 
want to see what Jason Martin of 
Starflyer 59 and Mark Salomon of 
The Crucified & Stavesacre have 
been up to recently... you didn't 
hear it from me... but check out 
Haunted Horse: Songs of Love, 
Defiance, and Delusion and you 
might get a clue. 


The Huntingtons 

The Huntingtons recently got back 
together for a reunion concert with 
a reunited Ghoti Hook. In addition 
to the concert, The Huntingtons 
released a collection album of B- 
sides, rare tracks, and two new 
tracks called Punk Sounds. 
Proceeds from the album go 
towards cancer treatment for the 
wife of Huntington's drummer 
Mikee. Details and_ ordering 
information can be found on the 
bands MySpace page: 
MySpace.com/huntingtons 


Terry Taylor 

Terry Taylor recently wrapped up a 
tour, accompanied by Steve 
Hindalong on drums and Terry's 
son Andrew Taylor on bass. Even 
though that is old news by now, it is 
too cool not to mention. 


Send Us Your News 
Got a band that you think fits in here? 
Send your news announcements to 


downthelinezine@qmail.com. 


-ans © 


When a Sir  AeTROT EY 


be Your Cnemy, wey 4 WH)’ KA 
by trying to become your I 


William Blake 
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Jesus Wants You to 
Read This Interview 


By Steve Ruff 
Photos courtesy of Marie Healy, 
skelton photos by Bob Healy 


You are about to embark on what is 
possibly the longest interview ever 
written. This one was a lot of fun to 
do. Brian and | have talked 
numerous times through _ this 
process and | have enjoyed talking 
to him because he is very articulate 
about what he is conveying. Many 
of his beliefs and ideas | relate to, 
and to top that off | have always 
loved the music of Dead Artist 
Syndrome. This has been a hard 
article to write for mumerous 
reasons. The disclaimer is below, | 
felt kind of like that had to be 
written. The other thing that was 
kind of hard was that Brian kept 
joking about this being his ‘career 


ending’ interview. It is definitely 
controversial, especially if you fall 
into a more fundamentalist mind 
set. Trying to understand (and 
recover) from the modern church in 
America has always been a 
personal thing to me, and DAS’s 
music has always been very tongue 
in cheek with the issues regarding 
Christendom as a whole. | enjoyed 
discussing this stuff with Brian. | 
started this interview to find out if 
DAS was going to be making more 
music in the future, but we definitely 
ended up talking more about the 
church then music. One issue that 
we won't touch on very deeply, 
even though I’m sure many are 
wondering, is the issue of Brian’s 
health. How is it? Well, | guess it is 
safe to say that Brian is on a 
timeline... the doctors have told him 
that. | won’t go into great detail 
because Healy lives with the ins 
and outs of his condition and he 
doesn’t want to invite the vulture 


watch (as he calls it) every time 
there is an issue. The best thing 
that we can do is pray for his 
health, and pray for his family. For 
now, enjoy this marathon interview! 


6:55 PM... sitting down to start 
writing out the interview with Brian 
Healy from Dead Artist Syndrome. 
Going over my short checklist... 
sugar free Red Bull - check - pop in 
DAS CD - check - printing out the 
most profanity laced interview that | 
have ever done - check. Yep, that’s 
the way this one started out. I’m not 
a stranger to profanity, and I’m not 
really offended by it because | 
realize that this is just the way 
some people talk. However, since 
you are reading this | feel it 
necessary to put a disclaimer here. 
The reason this article is so heavily 
edited, and the reason you see all 
the little * signs here is because | 
had to tone down the language so 
we didn’t have to put age limits, etc. 


on our website. Obviously we 
understand that people are free to 
express themselves in the fashion 
that is most comfortable to them, 
but we want to keep this one clean 
so the kiddies can read if they so 
desire. It’s not about censorship, | 
do not believe in that, it is about 
trying to maintain the vision and 
goal of our ‘zine, and have it 
available to as many people that 
want to read it without having to 
worry about filters and being over 
18 to read, etc. Fortunately Brian 
did call me one evening and said 
he understood and we had his 
permission to do what we needed 
to so this interview did _ not 
adversely affect us. So, if you like 
profanity you are free to use your 
imagination. The difficulty in writing 
this was that the profanity (in my 
opinion) actually expressed the 
emotion behind what Brian was 
saying, and to edit it out completely 
took away the passion behind what 
was being said. Hopefully you, the 
reader, can understand what | 
mean by that. Still, | have tried to 
be as clean as | could figure, and 
still convey the emotion and intent 
behind Brian’s words. 


It took me getting used to Brian 
when emailing him, talking with him 
is easier. Because he is quite 
possibly the most humorously 
sarcastic person | have ever met, 
the written word came across 
harsh... | never quite knew how to 
take him until we actually spoke. 
Once we spoke, things moved 
along well. Brian is actually an 
extremely light-hearted and funny 
guy. He laughs frequently and tells 
plenty of jokes as we have poked 
fun at everything in Christendom, 
even ourselves. In addition to being 
humorous, Brain is very passionate. 
When he talks about Jesus, he is 
talking about the grace that he 
obviously values deeply and 
appreciates on a very personal 
level. With that passion comes an 
almost overwhelming disdain for 
those who cast God’s grace to the 
side in favor of a homogenized 
religious system of do/don’t and do 
what you’re told. He equally finds 
humor and distaste for those in 
Christianity who make a buck, or a 
healthy living, off Jesus and his 
name. Just remember as you read 


this, Healy’s words are directed at a 
specific group, he’s not out to 
offend everyone, rather | think he 
wants to illuminate those who are 
missing what is important... those 
who have been mistreated and 
misdirected by the system of 
religion. 


| don’t know when Brian started 
DAS, | forgot to ask him. | know 
that Prints Of Darkness, his first 
release, was re-released by Blonde 
Vinyl back in 1991. It was first 
released on a different label the 
year before. Anyway, doesn’t 
matter really, Healy has been 
around for a long time. When | 
asked him how DAS came to be, 
this was his answer... “Il was 
herding sheep and an angel came 
and spoke to me... D**n dude, | 
answered that question years ago, 
look up other’ interviews’ on 
Google.” Sarcasm firmly in place, 
we moved on. | was curious about 
many things with Healy. DAS was 
really the first Christian band that | 
remember carrying the ‘goth’ title 
around. Other bands came later, 
but DAS was the first. Back then 
times were different. This was back 
in the days of all the televangelists 
preaching to the converted about 
the evils of rock music. Even the 
faithful wrote books about the evils 
of Christian music. It was a strange 
time. Enter DAS with an album 
titled Prints Of Darkness. | asked 
Brian what some of the obstacles 
were that DAS faced early on, and 
here is his charming response. 
“Early on and to this day I’m the 
biggest obstacle to Dead Artist 
Syndrome. I’m a total a**hole when 
it comes to doing the business end 
of things. | used to do management 
and most people want some fluffy 
artsy guy they can rollover and jerk 
around and then deal with the dirty 
parts of the industry with some fat 
idiot agent on the phone or some 
passive aggressive women they 
can flirt with. Well, | am the fat idiot 
in DAS and | upset people by 
wanting them to do what they agree 
to.” 


“Music people don’t mind screwing 
you behind your back while telling 
you how much they love you. | don’t 
suffer fools gladly. It's common for 
club owners, stage managers, A&R 
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guys and promoters to try and 
renegotiate their negotiations and 
most don’t want to do that with the 
artist, most of whom are usually 
pretty easy going. And let’s face it, 
a lot of artists need business 
people because they sure as hell 
aren't the type of people who are 
bringing the potato salad to the 
MENSA picnic, otherwise, they 
wouldn't be artists. They would be 
on wall street or out making the big 
bucks instead of doing what they 
love at midnight in a half empty 
room in some god forsaken holler. | 
get things done, | collected what 
the promoter said he was going to 
pay the band.” 


“This is not everyone in music, but 
for some reason Christians are the 
worst because they actually use 
Jesus and the Bible as weapons to 
manipulate people and it really 
pisses them off when you call them 
on it. Besides, | make it easy for 
them - | don’t give a flying f**k what 
they say about me. | am who | am 
and I’m not turning into Ned 
Flanders just to whore myself out 
so Jesus can pay my rent. The best 
part is someone reading this going 
‘Oh gee, he’s a potty mouth, | 
thought he was a Christian, | 
thought you are ordained? | don’t 
think he’s surrendered to the Lord? 
We can’t have that, it’s not 
Christian, and of course’ in 
interviews like this | give them the 
excuse they need. | want too, it’s 
who | am. The best thing that has 
happened in my walk with the Lord 
is when they started treating me 
like the unsaved friend. | was 
already liberated by Jesus’ blood 
and they wanted to jam me ina 
‘American Christian fish on the car 
box’ - I’m free of that sh*t. My God 
is bigger than yours; He takes 
people as they are and too d**n 
bad for you.” 


Obviously, | thought I’d hit a nerve 
here with Healy, but he told me he 
wasn't angry he just sounded harsh 
on paper. So, we continue... “The 
sad truth is | have out lasted most 
of these f**kers. | still believe in 
Jesus and his grace and mercy. | 
want to do Gods work as the salt of 
the earth and 90% of these 
a**holes returned to their own 
vomit. They’re f**king worse off 
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than | am or ever was, they were 
mostly a**holes before they found 
Christ... they found him, used him, 
became religious a**holes who 
judged the crap out of every one 
who didn’t want to sit around 
majoring in the minors, debating 
shades of white, and the second 
real life showed up with real 
problems that couldn’t be solved by 
simple solutions they hit the f**king 
door. Well, I’m still here and my 
faith is stronger than ever. | didn’t 
run, | didn’t turn my back on my 
faith and | live it the best way | 
know how, as ugly as it looks at 
times. Regardless of how bad | 
f**ked up, | know it’s real. Some 
people didn’t have that, they lived a 
lie and tossed the whole thing and if 
they did, so what! We are dealing 
with the Creator of the universe 
here, they can get their f*king 
heads out of their a**ess and Jesus 
is still waiting for them, | just hope 
they do it right next time.” 


For those of you who have listened 
to DAS over the years, there has 
always been the underlying stream 
of sarcasm and disdain towards 
what Healy calls “a small but vocal 
minority” in the church. As you 
read, that is really what is coming 
out from the answers above. It 
sounds harsh | know, but it is 
directed at those who have held 
others down and judged some for 


not lining up to what the ’church’ 
thinks is right. It is directed at those 
who want to debate unimportant 
issues and those who want the 
church to be an exclusive club. 
We'll come back to that, but for now 
let’S move on. 


| know some of the readers here 
will be interested in the other artists 
who have contributed over the 
years on numerous DAS records. 
DAS is really a ‘virtual’ band as 
Brian describes it. Healy is the only 
reoccurring member, but some of 
the finest in Christian music have 
contributed at various times. 
Players have included Sean Doty of 
Veil Of Ashes, Mike Roe of the 
77's, Steve Hindalong & _ Derri 
Daughtery of The Choir, Ojo Taylor 
of Undercover, Michael Knott of 
L.S. Underground, Eric Clayton of 
Saviour Machine, Jeff Elbel of Ping 
and numerous others that have 
been a part of the ‘casts of 
thousands’ during different 
seasons. When asked how he got 
so many different artists from such 
diverse genres to play on his 
albums, this is what he said. “I think 
you should really ask that of the 
people I’ve worked with. | wouldn't 
want to hang out with me if | didn’t 
have to. | just ask them if they want 
to play. I’ve known them as friends 
for years, not as rock stars or 
artists. Friends do things they like 


together, most of my friends do art 
so it’s no surprise that we would be 
doing it together, it's not for the 
money that’s for sure.” 


“| think DAS is fun for them, it gets 
them out of the box of their main 
project. They are the genius’s... 
they are brilliantly talented 
musicians and | stand on the 
shoulders of giants holding it all 
together. DAS is more of an 
experiment than a band. It’s never 
the same, it always evolves and 
changes with every gig. | never 
promise it will be great but it will 
always be a memorable musical 
experience and even if someone 
didn’t like the songs, the show and 
the players are too good to not be 
appreciated as artists and the 
talents they are. They just have to 
tolerate me as the weakest link in 
the chain. | also think for the 
players who all have their own well 
known bands, they like the risk of 
me as the lunatic leading them to 
the edge and seeing where | will 
take it that show. Hell, maybe they 
are just grading life on a curve and | 
can make anyone look like an A+ in 
a heart beat. The other thing is they 
get to work with each other as 
artists and the music has a life of its 
own. Music takes over, as a 
musical conversation can start in 
the studio or at a show. At any time 
musicians who have totally different 


backgrounds in taste and style can 
start playing together and they 
communicate musically... they 
create something just for the sake 
of doing it, and | try to capture that 
lightning in a bottle... that moment, 
that performance in a live show that 
unless someone records it is gone 
forever. | love that part of life - 
creation is beautiful. | guess that’s 
why we do it. DAS doesn’t really 
exist, it’s a virtual project, it lives 
only in the music recorded or at the 
live show at that moment and it 
goes away till it rears its head 
again.” 


In keeping with the conversation of 
music, | asked Brian what advice 
he might have for bands starting 
out. His answer was funny... well, 
funny and long. “My advice is 
always the same... don’t do what | 
did because you don’t want to end 
up like | have! While | have a 
wonderful full life that | choose to 
live (and always have) very simply, 
on paper | am a total failure, like a 
notch above bum. Semi-poor and 
semi-famous totally sucks! All the 
judgment for everything and none 
of the perks of real fame. It’s a lot of 
good times and fun but even that is 
just a memory at a certain point and 
you look around and go, “was it 
worth it’? All my non-artist friends 
have RV’s or boats, houses, real 
families and of course 20 years ina 
REAL JOB where they can retire 
and enjoy life. With art you will end 
up saying, ‘I’ve got a closet worth of 
CD's, a couple file cabinet drawers 
of articles, my beloved songs and 
some gear and the dream..... but 
you never know, it can still happen’. 
Oh pleeeeeeaazzzze..... 
Remember next time you see a 
singer on stage staring upwards 
into the lights, he’s most likely 
looking for his lost youth. Unless 
you die young, that’s the future - I’m 
not talking about Bono here. I’m 
talking about the guy singing in the 
lounge that you make fun of. The 
guy doing his lame dreadful act at 
the fair, the mall or open mic night. 
Take a good hard look because 
that’s gonna be you. The numbers 
don’t lie, the odds are way too long 
to think you are going to make it. If 
you want a life as an artist it will 
cost you everything before it ever 
gives anything back.” 


“Whatever you do, never, never, 
never claim you've got a mission or 
you are doing it for Jesus, because 
if you do, you are full of s**t. God 
and/or Jesus don’t need you or 
your crappy songs to do anything. 
He can use an ass and has an 
army of angels, so die to that 
vision! You can’t do a d**n thing for 
God, he doesn't need your f**king 
help! Repent for your arrogance 
you poor deluded fool. If you are 
writing songs you think will lead 
others to the Lord, you are a hack, 
shill salesman and you might as 
well be doing beer commercials, 
because at that point you have a 
utilitarian purpose and your song is 
just a f**king jingle for God and 
anti-art as far as | see it. Like most 
CCM, it’s more propaganda than art 
if that’s what you want to do. If you 
do that then fine, but it’s not a 
“calling” or a “mission”, it's a gig 
selling a product called “God” in CD 
form. If you want a “calling” go 
teach children in Ghana music, 
English and the gospels or go and 
teach music to children in China. 
How about working with inner city 
kids in the US or playing senior 
centers for free, but do not claim 
the honor of ministry if all your life 
and music is just to entertain bored 
house wives and entertain Christian 
youth in rated “G” entertainment. 
That’s babysitting, not a calling of 
God. Of course I’m not talking 
about hymns or praise music that is 
designed for worship — that is a real 
but totally different art form. 


“There are a few ‘sure fire’ 
proactive things someone starting 
out should do. Take in as much 
education as you can stand and 
learn a craft that can be done 
anywhere. Skills like ~~ welding, 
building skills, auto repair, etc. Get 
a teaching credential because that 
will free you up to go anywhere and 
know you can make cash to 
support your music, because 
chances are it will never support 
you. Never quit school for music 
until you have a degree. | know 
there are situations that look like 
once in a life time chances, but in 
the long run keep education in your 
career plan because you will use it 
in the long run no matter what the 
major, it will work into your art. 
Always give credit where credit is 
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due, especially in song writing. 
Willingly sharing credit will never 
hurt you as much as the harm you 
cause yourself and others if you 
don’t. | have seen lives wrecked 
because of pennies years after the 
fact, it’s like a toxic splinter that is 
never ever going to heal, so when 
in doubt give credit. In general 
always share the pie and make the 
pie bigger, everything does really 
count in large amounts. Be 
inclusive, not exclusive, and get 
others involved. Give them a 
chance to profit as well as make 
your dream bigger for everyone 
involved. If you make promises 
always keep them and don’t make 
any you can’t keep...that’s one for 
life and music. Another thing | tell 
everyone is always keep your 
publishing whenever possible, but 
that takes forever to go into and if 
you don’t know what that means 
you’re not ready for the real world 
of music and need to learn so you 
can earn...get a copy of the book 
‘This Business Of Music’ and learn 
it like a Bible so you know what you 
are dealing with.” 


Moving back into the territory that 
really interested me the most, | 
asked Brian again about his views 
of the church. If you have listened 
to his records, there are so many 
lyrics and songs that come to mind. 
One of my favorite lines is, “Jesus | 
love You, but | don’t understand 
Your wife, she wears such funny 
make-up and she always wants to 
fight, every time | turn my back 
she’s waiting with a knife.” Healy 
has the talent to drive a point home 
with humor and sarcasm, but in a 
way that has never come across as 
alienating. Perhaps it alienated 
some, but for me | always 
appreciated the lyrical style. In 
talking about the church with Brian 
and after soaking in his _ first, 
somewhat abrasive, response | 
pushed deeper. | told Brian that | 
understood his frustration with the 
church. | knew it had been 
somewhat of a focus with DAS, but 
| asked him that if he thought he 
might have become close-minded 
himself, just from the other point of 
view? From his earlier response | 
asked if he really believed that 
people didn’t think that God 
accepted him as he was? Brian 
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relates, “I think | need to clarify that 
| have no problem with the church 
at all. | think the majority of the 
church is doing just great and they 
are trying to be Christ on earth and 
do his work. | have a major problem 
with a small, but vocal, group of 
fundamentalist dominion theology 
based people in America who have 
hijacked Jesus for their own twisted 
view of Christianity... for their own 
power, financial and political gain. 
These people do not accept people 
as they are until they either whip 
them into submission to their 
causes/belief system, or drive them 
from Christ unless they build him in 
their image. This is not 

something new; this is something 
that has always been a problem. It 
is something Jesus faced in his 
time on earth. It was the vehicle 
which was used and that lead to 
Christ's crucifixion. Still that lesson 
has been lost 

or ignored. | find | am in a place of 
God’s grace and mercy in spite of 
myself, not because of it. I truly 
believe that God is the author and 
finisher of our faith, but | keep 
running into or seeing people who 
want to act as_ editors by 
demanding more from people than 
God does.” 


“Jesus wants people to be 
themselves and be honest with 
Him, but to a group of people in 
America that’s not good enough for 
them. They have to sign off on a list 
of bulls**t to prove they are saved 
and most of it is more culture based 
than faith based. I’ve seen people’s 
faith called into question because of 
who they voted for and because 
they disagreed with Rush Windbag, 
James Dobson or Glenn Beck. 
Seriously!? D**ning someone to 
hell because of a f**king talk show 
host!? How f**ked up is that? God 
forbid they have a real issue or they 
might be gay or they’re liberal or 
the ultimate... had an abortion. Oh 
please come to our church so we 
can tell you what a murdering slut 
you were, or its okay fag we don’t 
hate you anymore now that you've 
joined our club... just don’t be gay 
because we will disown you. 
Meanwhile with straight sex issues 
people look the other way. The 
people I’m talking about are the 
people who build walls to keep the 


wrong people out of our churches. 
Well f**k that! | want churches filled 
with whores, junkies, gay, straight, 
rich, poor, homeless, all colors, 
legal and_ illegal aliens, all 
backgrounds and the more f**ked 
up the better... WELCOME! Christ 
came to heal the sick and save us, 
not start a country club. The group 
or individuals | b***h about claim 
they want that, but really they don't. 
They want to hide and keep their 
life from the evil sinners. | want to 
vaccinate people from evil, not 
quarantine them. Real faith is 
dangerous and churches aren't 
suppose to be safe. Jesus isn't 
safe, look who he hung around 
with. The church should look like 
Matthew's party, not a hiding place 
from the world.” 


“As for the second part of your 
question, it’s kind of ironic... usually 
I’m accused of being too open- 
minded or liberal. | can understand 
how someone might interpret me as 
close minded, but rest assured 
that's not the case. To quote 
Leonard Cohen, “They sentenced 
me to 20 years of boredom for 
trying to save the system from 
within” The easiest thing for me to 
do is walk away and not care. | 
have many Christian friends who 
have given up on evangelical or 
non-denominational churches and 
have fled back to orthodoxy which 
is fine if that’s where they feel they 
need to be. | would rather try and 
expand the body of Christ to the 
point where the whack jobs are 
marginalized so the people that 
don't fit in have a place to land. | 
know a lot of what I’m saying is 
hard for some people to hear and | 
know | have a very loyal fan base 
that has to put up with a bunch of 
crap even if they wear a DAS shirt 
to church or Cornerstone. I’m very 
grateful for them for defending me 
and my music, but | don’t do this for 
money, | don’t do it for fun , I do it 
because no one else can take the 
risk. | have lost a lot of things in life 
| cared very deeply about, and that 
has freed me up to be controversial 
and be the bad guy bursting the 
bubbles and myths that have been 
sold off as Christianity in the church 
and in CCM. Most my other friends 
in music don’t have this luxury. 
They know the rules and they play 


by them, | can’t. | would rather try to 
change the game and let the chips 
fall where they may. If this all ends 
tomorrow at least | know | did my 
best to do what | believe God and 
this life have given me to do.” 


Okay, | know this is a long story, 
but | wanted to figure out how to 
bring this back around. | see the 
flaws with the few, — vocal 
fundamentalists. Oddly enough, 
while we were doing this article one 
of these guys popped up ina 
thread that Brian started online. | 
won't say who it was, but the anger 
and intensity behind this guys 
words was almost unbelievable. So, 
my next question to Brian was how 
we take back the church seeing 
that it has gone so far off course. 
How do we bring it back around to 
being about Jesus, not a political 
party, not of set of rules and nota 
system of ‘do & don’t’ so God will 
be happy with us. | knew his 
answer would be controversial, but 
it was eloquently simple as well. 
Healy said, “I have yet to see any 
scandal, any problem in the church, 
or with any ministry, that could not 
have been solved a lot sooner had 
someone just done something 
really simple, and oddly enough it’s 
something Christians are very 
reticent to do... that’s call bulls**t!. | 
have seen more lives or ministries 
and more people go under because 
no one had the nerve to just say 
bulls**t! They heard someone say 
something that they knew was 
untrue, that they knew’ was 
ridiculous, but they didn’t have the 
nerve to just say bulls**t!” 


“| mean you think about it , Jim 
Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart , 
James Dobson, Ted Haggard, Larry 
Norman, Keith Green and all these 
guy’s... if someone would have just 
said Bulls**t, you’re out of your 
f**king mind! That’s not the way the 
faith is, it's not the way it works. 
There’s no scripture to back that 
up, what the hell are you thinking! 
WAKE UP! They were just as 
betrayed as the people they let 
down, we owe it to our pastors and 
leaders to call bulls**t! Now, while | 
think that needs to be handled with 
grace and compassion under the 
same way you would approach 
someone under Matthew 18:19, | 


also believe at the same _ time 
calling bulls**t would save the 
church a lot of trouble.” 


“Oddly, the church would rather not 
do that, they’d rather let the insanity 
go on as long as it appears people 
are getting “saved”. Folks just look 
the other way even though it’s 
something that they know has 
nothing to do with Scripture or the 
Bible. It’s almost that it’s so socially 
uncomfortable, or so popular and 
profitable, they’d rather just let it go 
south and burn the bridge and the 
good, misguided or simply wrong 
people who got  » 

suckered are just | 
grist to the 
backslidden mill 
because they 
were betrayed. 
We sort of use it 
to just glean the 
herd as if their 
lives or hearts 
mean nothing. 
We have to get to 
a point of maturity 
and as the body 
of Christ to just 
know bulls**t and 
not standby while 
some guys try to 
make a_ cultural 
issue spiritual, 
call bulls**t. 
Someone's giving 
some _ testimony 
that obviously 
doesn't make 
sense about how 
many thousands 
of dollars a day 
they spent on 
their drug habit, call bulls**t. Not 
only do we owe it to ourselves as 
His church, but we owe it to them 
as brothers and sisters in Christ not 
to be this deluded and not to be 
falling down or running toward the 
wrong path. By us calling bulls**t 
we are doing them a favor. If 
someone called bulls**t on Jimmy 
Swaggart when he preached on 
rock music, it may have saved his 
ministry... but to not have the nerve 
to do it when some pastor was 
going off on rock music?! If 
someone had just said, “bulls**t, 
you’re nuts”, instead of going to 
start going down this insane slope 
of your own opinion becoming 


equated to scripture. That would 
have saved others a lot of time, 
pain and struggle. When in doubt 
call BULLS**T!” 


After numerous releases that have 
pleased the ears for the last couple 
of decades, what is up next for 
Dead Artists Syndrome? That 
brings us back around to the 
beginning of this interview, back to 
where we asked Brian about 
obstacles. Healy confesses, “The 
other problem (back to the original 
question) is that I’m lazy and | get 
bored easily, hence the sporadic 


work habits. When | work at it I’m 
tireless to the point of manic but 
knocking over the first domino to 
get the ball rolling takes me more 
effort than the task at hand would. | 
put it off until | d**n well have 
something to say. | love doing it; | 
just hate the crap it takes to put the 
pieces together. | got into music, 
acting and the other arts | partake 
in to get out of having a real job, but 
it is in fact a real job and hard work 
to create. That said, it has great 
perks and it’s the real job | hate the 
least.” 


“| have a lot of unfinished stuff on 
my hard drive’ like Kissing 
Strangers, which is the next DAS 
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project. Now | just need to get the 
lyrics and vocals done, but by the 
time | start to mess with it my mind 
has moved on and | simply can’t 
fain interest because probably have 
a new idea I'd rather start. | feel 
bad about it because someone 
would kill to have my gear or my 
home studio. | use to bag on Derri 
when he had Neverland that if | had 
his studio I'd be in it everyday... 
well, thanks to technology | have a 
pretty good studio but what | didn’t 
understand was it’s not just looking 
through the glass saying ‘OK, hit 
record and | sing.’ It’s like living on 


own your own the first time and you 
realize butter doesn’t magically 
appear in the fridge like when you 
were a kid, you have to buy it and 
put it there. Well, the mic just 
doesn't set itself up, the EQ doesn't 
dial itself in, the mix just doesn't 
magically appear in the 
headphones, you have to do it. 
When it was the old days you went 
to a studio and you did it, and did it 
quickly because time is money and 
you are paying for it. When it’s a 
room down the hall and it’s always 
there taunting you, it’s hard to say 
goodbye to a book or Speed TV to 
go down the hall and get it done. It 
can make you lazy or a workaholic. 
| kind of choose lazy... that and you 
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spend so much time learning to use 
the always changing technology 
that you're too bored to use it and 
you convince yourself you got 
something done when the actual art 
hasn't really progressed. Me and 
Eric Clayton joke about it all the 
time because we both like to live in 
all night hermit mode till the last 
possible minute when you bring 
other people into a project.” 


“The down side is when working 
alone no one is there to say ‘hey, 
you wasted eight hours running 
down every rabbit hole the gear 
has, pick one and move on’. To us 
we can lead ourselves to believe its 
productive because the more you 
get done on your own, the smaller 
the box becomes for someone to 
come in and mess it up with their 
creativity and talent, which you 
want, but at the same time you 
want that maniacal control over the 
song. Of course it cuts both ways... 
like a Mike Roe or a Derri will show 
up, totally get where you're going 
and it works. Better yet is after all 
that time you put in and they think 
you're crazy, hearing it totally 
different than you do and take it to 
a place you never thought of but it 
magically sounds exactly like what 
you were hearing in your head. It’s 
not always parts or notes; it’s a feel, 
a tone, a sound or something that’s 
almost mystical where it just 
sounds right. That's the most 
incredible feeling when you all look 
around the room and go ‘Oh Yeah’ 
and everyone knows that’s it!” 


Well, after wetting my appetite with 
the Kissing Strangers nod, | asked 
(and hoped) that maybe Healy 
might have that album coming out 
sooner then later. | asked him 
about the upcoming release being 
this year, and even asked him 
about a possible collaboration with 
Eric Clayton. The collaboration was 
not something rumored; it was just 
something that |, as a fan of both 
bands, had often thought would be 
really cool. After hearing them work 
together on Jesus Wants You To 
Buy This Record, | was hoping 
something else might be on the 
horizon. Healy responded, “I'd like 
the release to be this year, but no 
promises. | have to start liking it 
again and get to know the songs a 


little better and see if that’s what | 
really want to say or do. Today | 
like it, the next time | mess with it | 
might wonder what the hell | was 
thinking and toss the whole thing 
and start over. For all my lack of 
talent | really take this part of my 
life seriously and don’t just like 
tossing out product for the hell of it. 
In regards to working with Eric 
Clayton, someday that will happen. 
We talk about it all the time, but we 
work so slow apart from each other, 
together it would be like who 
outlived the other to get to the final 
mix.” 


So then, in conclusion | ended by 
asking Brian about the subject of 
(you guessed it) the church. There 
has to be a way to bring this home, 
to share the idea of bringing unity in 
this body of believers. Since it is 
such a small part of Christendom 
that seems to speak so loudly, how 
do we take back the small part of 
the church that has lost its way? 
Brian answers, “Well that’s the 
easiest question you have asked 
because Jesus gave us the answer 
on the cross: Forgive them, they 
know not what they are doing. It’s 
that simple and it’s that hard. 
People of faith need to revolt in 
love, grace and forgiveness, it’s 
time to turn the tables on the 
church and the world. We need to 
trust and believe in the grace that 
we are saved by and not our own 
desire for fairness... look, | have 
said some very harsh things in this 
conversation and I’m am_ sure 
people can and will say 
| have been unloving, 
ungracious and 
judgmental and_ like 
everyone else I’m sure 
| can and have been 
guilty of that and will be 
till the day | die. | don’t 
claim superiority, just 
the opposite because | 
am as guilty of all that | 
accuse others of. | am 
a sinner saved only by 
the grace of God, the 
complete and __ total 
undeserved favor of 
God bestowed on me 
by the death of Christ , 
the only begotten Son 
of God, on the cross. 
Nothing | can say or do 


will add or take away from that 
simple fact that though | am a 
sinner, Christ died for me. While | 
know all that, at the same time | 
have seen the church go down one 
stupid rabbit hole after another like 
Alice in Wonderland buying into to 
whatever crack pot idea that other 
Christians, the media, or the big 
name author/pastor of the month 
hands them.” 


“A lot of it can be avoided if people 
actually learned what historic 
Christianity, and our church fathers, 
are about. The church fathers, you 
know the guys who lived and died 
1000, almost 2000, years before 
1776. Before our country, before 
Columbus, we had a long historic 
Christian faith. What was 
accepted? What was rejected? 
The talk, the debates, their writings, 
learn to understand the pitfalls and 
strengths of your current beliefs in 
light of how the church fathers saw 
those ideas you hold and simply 
trust in God and His grace. All that 
said, | always stress three basic 
things in all these stupid interviews 
because I’m just like any other idiot 
looking for the light in darkness. 
Remember, always question 
authority, be yourself and be honest 
and never believe you totally 
understand the ways of God. 
Always live everyday under God’s 
mercy and grace with the full 
knowledge that there but by the 
grace of God go I.” 


BATTZ In The Belfry 


“Sparks Still Fly Upward” 


BATTZ In The Belfry was one of those bands that | 
somehow came across on MySpace. | can’t remember 
who | was looking for, but when | found these guys | was 
so moved by the music that | bought both of their CD’s 
immediately. This is gothic music in the truest sense. It’s 
deep, dark, emotional and moving. It would satisfy the 
purists among us. Nelson is the founder of the group and 
started recording the music back in 2003. | was able to 
catch up with him for a few questions about his band. 
Below is our conversation in straight question/answer 
sequence. If you like goth music that hearkens back to 
the early days, you will enjoy this band. Check out their 
MySpace page and support them by purchasing their 
albums, you will be pleased at the depth and sounds on 
these discs. In addition to listening through MySpace, 
their website has several songs that are free as a 
download. Each CD also has a couple of instrumental 
tracks which is always nice, kind of like a sonic freeway 
to just keep moving without being interrupted by anything 
else. 


1) Give us a history of BATTZ In The Belfry and how 
the band came together? 


| started BATZZ In The Belfry in 2003. At the time | 
recorded a few tunes and worked with Marc, who played 
some guitar on one of the tracks. We spun up the 
website, posted the tunes and sent out a few e-mails and 
demos. We received some really nice support and 
feedback, so we kept going from there. 


In early 2004 we officially released a small collection of 
songs. By then Deena and Araina joined in on keyboards 
and violin, respectively. The EP got some good reviews 
from Automata, Chain D.L.K., and Mick Mercer. 


We started to get airplay on some radio stations and at 
clubs in various parts of the world. By 2005 we re- 
released the EP with a couple more tracks, which 
included Rick on guitar. Cold Fusion invited us to be on 
the Lunar Eclipse compilation CD that year as well. 


In early 2007 we released Sparks Fly Upward, our first 
full-length CD. People said nice things about it, which 
made us very happy. We appeared on a compilation CD 
put out by Gothic Magazine in Germany called Goth Is 
What You Make It, Vol.6. We were in good company and 
it was a lot of fun. Sparks Fly Upward was reviewed in a 
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few magazines and websites in Europe, South America, 
and Russia. 


In 2008 we were included in HM Magazine's Pick of the 
Litter. We appeared on a couple of compilation CDs; one 
put out by Crawling Tunes Magazine, and another by 
Gothic Magazine (our second time around with them). 


We're currently hard at work finishing up our next CD, 
which, Lord willing, we hope to release sometime this 
summer. 


2) Is the band still predominately just you with a few 
contributing artists? 


Yes. On the new recordings only Rick played a little bit 
on a couple of tracks. 


3) How would you describe your sound, and who are 
your musical influences? 


| would say our sound is unashamedly old-school goth 
predominantly. There is a bit of a mish-mash in there 
(some art rock, ethereal, dream pop, and shoegaze), but 
for the most part, it's goth rock in the classic tradition. 


Going way back my influences were hard rock (Deep 
Purple, Black Sabbath, etc), along with glam rock (David 
Bowie, Mott the Hoople, T-Rex, Roxy Music), art rock 
(Yes, early Genesis, ELP, PFM), and some jazz fusion 
(Return to Forever, Weather Report, Area). After that | 
was heavily influenced by English punk rock and the 
post-punk bands that followed (Joy Division, Siouxsie 
and the Banshees, Killing Joke, Bauhaus, The Cure, The 
Sisters of Mercy, Fields of the Nephilim). There were a 
number of death rock groups in San Francisco (it wasn't 
called goth back then) that were a huge influence: The 
Black Dolls, Fade to Black, Dangerous Visions, and Vile 
Under Vile. There are probably many others, but some 
notable ones would be Iggy Pop, The Cocteau Twins 
and Switchblade Symphony. 


4) Your new release that will hopefully come out this 
summer - musically what is it like, are you staying 
with the sound you have, or has it changed at all? 
(Obviously sounds change as art progresses, but 
BATZZ has a very distinct flavor, as you called it 
‘old-school’) 


The new record is pretty similar to Sparks Fly Upward. 
It's a little more guitar-heavy and up-tempo, but 
otherwise pretty traditional old-school goth. We got a 
little musically adventurous on a couple of tunes, but 
nothing drastic. 


5) Do you have the ability to get out and play live 
much? Any plans at a tour that will follow the new 
release? 


We have the ability, but not the will. :-) 


| just haven't been able to convince like-minded 
musicians with whom I'm acquainted to put in the time to 
play live. It's too bad because | think it would be fun, but | 
know the time and effort it takes and everyone is 

busy with their own stuff. We've talked about it, but it 
hasn't materialized. So at this point, no plans to play 
locally or elsewhere. 


6) What do you think of the digital revolution in 
regards to the industry? How has that helped/hurt 
BATTZ In The Belfry? 


| think the digital revolution is a double-edged sword, in 
terms of music sharing and digital downloads. On the 
one hand it helps to get music out there and get heard by 
a lot of people, but on the other hand, there's no way to 
make money with recorded music unless you're very 
popular. It's been going on for so long now that | don't 
think about it much and there's certainly no way to 
reverse it. For BATZZ In The Belfry it has been a great 
way to promote the band, especially since we don't play 
live, but it does make it a little difficult to keep things 
going. By the same token, being able to record digitally 
on the computer is really great. 


Just as a side note, after we had wrapped this interview | 
got a message from Nelson that the new release will 
hopefully be finished in August. He said that they were 
putting the finishing touches on iTunes and getting the 
artwork done. Below are some lyrics to one of my 
favorite songs by BATTZ In The Belfry. Drop by their 
website for some free downloads, check them out on 
MySpace and help support independent music! 


Sunday Mourning 


Sun, rise today, like the sunrise long ago 

This day, we say goodbye, you are going home 
Days begin, like grains of sand, falling 

Through the hourglass, held in God's hand 


Somewhere the days are all brand new 
Sunday mourning 


Hiding from the thought, that someday you'd be gone 

We may never understand until we meet again above 

| never thought the tears would fall so easy to the ground 
Before the day, before the dawn, the pain would be set 
free 


Somewhere the days are all brand new 
Sunday mourning 


(Sunday Mourning off BATTZ first, self titled release) 


www.myspace.com/batzzinthebelfry 
www.batzz.com 
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Oceans of the Divine Inferno 
By Steve Ruff 


I|-Dragon-| is another band that | found 
through MySpace — which might possibly 
be one of the best networking sites for 
bands that has ever been created. I’ve 
found a bunch of great stuff there. 
Anyway, | found IDI after looking for a 
band that | am fond of that you might 
remember called Wedding Party. William 
A. Knight and Jamie McCavanagh were 
both members of Wedding Party and are 
now the sole members of IDI. Wedding 
Party only released one album entitled 
Anthems back in 1998. | found them 
through their affiliation with MCM music, 
which was originally the label and 
management company for Saviour 
Machine. Back in the late ‘90’s MCM 
released a compilation that had, among 
others, Saviour Machine and Wedding 
Party. 


As it sometimes happens with bands 
(even the great ones), after an album or 
two they quickly disappear. But | feel 
fortunate to come across them again at 
some point. | think the internet has made 
things much easier to follow, and 
fortunately | don’t lose track of things like 
before. Anyway, back to the music... | 
Dragon | formed and released a limited 
edition album which | missed. They have 
only played live once, but they have a 
double album coming out soon. The 
future is looking brighter for IDI and 
hopefully we will be seeing them in a 
much more visible capacity. If you go to 
the IDI MySpace page you can sample 
songs from their upcoming release 
entitled Ocean Of The Divine Inferno. 
The samples that are up are just what | 
love to hear... driving guitars, spitting 
vocals above the backdrop of deeper, 


more melodic vocals. | cannot wait for 
this album to come out! | was able to 
catch up with Jamie and William and ask 
them a few questions about the 
upcoming release. Enjoy all that is IDI. 


1) After Wedding Party dissolved, 
were there any other bands that Jamie 
and William were a part of? 


William Knight is the lead singer and 
founder of |-Dragon-l. He founded the 
band after Wedding Party dissolved in 
1999 and Jamie was invited by William to 
be.a.part of I-Dragon-I in 2001 as the 
lead guitarist and co writer. 


2) Are there any other contributors to 
I-Dragon-| other then Jamie and 
William? 


Libby Luckey sang background vocals on 
the Limited Edition CD, Steve Casto and 
Sean Savacool played bass and Kari 
McCavanagh sang the intro on the 
Limited Edition CD. 


3) As a point of reference for our 
readers who might be~familiar with 
Wedding Party - did any of the other 
members go on to any other bands or 
musical pursuits? 


William Knight went on to form !-Dragon-| 
in 2000 and also appeared on Midnight 
Orchestra and sang with Eric Clayton of 
Saviour Machine in Mexico City. Sheri 
Luckey went on to sing in Psychosis, 
Lucifer's Key, Dark Valentine, and Iron 
Scepter. Libby Luckey went on to sing 


background vocals in |I-Dragon-| before 
joining Iron Scepter. Sean Savacool 
played bass for I-Dragon-! before joining 
Eastern Block in 2007. John Williams is 
now a pastor and Ken Lemery went on to 
form the band Bridgeshadows and now 
plays keyboards for Coriolis. 


4) How would you describe the music 
of IDI? How is it the samel/different 
from Wedding Party? 


IDI's music is music filled with raw 
emotion. It is music that tells a story, a 
story that began in the Limited Edition 
album and will be finished with 'Ocean of 
the Divine Inferno’. It is a concept album. 


5) Are there any plans to tour behind 
the album when it comes out? 


‘Ocean of the Divine Inferno’ is set to be 
released 2010 so when it is released we 
plan do festivals as well as other venues. 
William Knight is of course available for 
speaking engagements. For booking info 
or questions please contact Inferno 
Management at: 


Inferno _Management@hotmail.com 


6) Where did the name I-Dragon-l 
originate, and what does it mean? 


It originated from William Knight. The 
church blames the devil for everything all 
the time, but we are the dragon 
ourselves. Instead of blaming the devil 
for everything we should look at 
ourselves and take responsibility. 
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7) What are your thoughts and ideas 
about the digital age of music, and 


how does this affect/impact I-Dragon- 
1? 


The digital progression of music is a 
benefit to many, many bands. Speaking 
of the digital age, ‘Ocean of the Divine 
Inferno’ will be mainly released digitally 
on ITunes.com with a limited amount of 
CD's available for purchase. Also a few 
vinyl copies will be available for purchase 
as well. 


8) Can you give anymore info on this - 
who it involves, etc.? 


This album is still in production and is set 
to be released in 2010 


(Beginning in January 2009 they both 
began working with an all star cast to 
produce an all new, one of a kind 
Sanctuary Praise and Worship Album. 
This album is being co produced by Jim 
Laverde of Barren Cross and Jamie 
McCavanaugh of IDI. It is set to be 
released in 2009.) 


9) According to the MySpace site 
there was merchandise available at 
one time. Is there still anything that 
people can order? Without PayPal 
what is the best way to order? 


We still currently have merchandise 
available for purchase. We have Limited 
Edition CD’s as well as I-Dragon-l T- 
shirts. Since we are without a PayPal link 
at this present moment we are looking for 
alternate methods to _ sell this 
merchandise. We are going through 
Ebay and we will be at Cornerstone 2009 
with merchandise for purchase. CD's are 
$6 each and T-shirts are $7. 


10) What is it that you would like to 
share and have our readers know? 


It seems over the last 10 years since the 
demise of Wedding Party that people 
believe Wedding Party was just a fad or 
a phase, but it wasn't. It was only for a 
short time. The seeds that were planted 
from the ministry of Wedding Party have 
been watered and grown. It was never 
about being a rock star. It was never 
about the thousands. It was about the 
one. If only one person had been 
touched by the ministry of Wedding Party 
it completed its mission. 


I|-Dragon-I is a completely different entity 
than Wedding Party. It is_ still an 
extension of the unconditional love, 
grace, forgiveness, and full acceptance 
of our Father, our Daddy, God. I-Dragon- 
| represents a minion of mainstream and 
underground people who have been 
wounded, outcast, and left for dead. We 
do not blame the church nor do we 
blame the Father, the Son, or the Holy 
Spirit. We do hold the shepherds of all 
the flocks accountable and responsible 
for such great losses in this secret war. 
The shepherds have abandoned their 
flocks. Don't get me wrong, | do not 
believe that all shepherds have done so, 
but if the shoe fits, wear it. 


Ultimately God is the judge. Theology, 
doctrines, and denominations have ruled 
the believers thought life, spiritual life, 
and even our pure existence as God's 
creation here on this earth. Though 
imperfect, God created man in his image 
and through the blood of Jesus we are 
made perfect. The millions of prayers, 
screams, and deaths (spiritually and 
physically) surround his throne in the 
eternal. He is long tired of calling his 
people to their aid and only a few have 
answered his call when there should be 
the many. The army that is the church 
has failed its mission today. If we could 
lay down our ideals and our divisions and 
be one body, one denomination, one 
creed, one doctrine, one belief in Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior - to bind 
together to fight what seems to be a war 
we cannot win, and to beat an 
unbeatable foe which ultimately is 
ourselves. 


We have blamed the devil for far to long 
for our indiscretions. He can influence, 
he can definitely destroy, and his armies 
are poised even at this very moment to 
lie and to deceive all of us into thinking 
that we have no authority or power. Yet 
we were given the understanding through 
the word of God, through the blessed 
hope of forgiveness and grace and love 
to defeat the enemy on their own turf. In 
Wedding Party, as well as _all.the other 
Christian Goth bands, we brought light to 
places that were created void of light. But 
nothing, and | repeat nothing - not drugs, 
not alcohol, not sex, not the way you 
look, not doctrine, not race - nothing can 
separate you from the love of God. I- 
Dragon-| over the last 10 years has 
performed 1 concert, released 1 limited 
edition album and most peoples would 
say this band is going nowhere, that 
these people are not qualified to minister, 
that even | have committed so many sins 


from the time Wedding Party ended till 
now. From death to resurrection, in living, 
trying to find who | am after all was said 
and done. To relearn the ways of God in 
total humility, being lost in a wilderness, 
walking between heaven and hell as a 
ghost and looking for my home and 
finding no where to call home, so with 
this even though | may have lost heart at 
the state of the union of our ‘body’, we 
will complete the mission that God has 
set before us. We are not out to be rock 
stars. We are not out to be famous. We 
want to tell the true spirit of prophecy, 
which is the testament of Jesus Christ as 
well as our own testimonies, our stories, 
our legends. 


They overcame him by the word of their 
testimony and the blood of the lamb 


Selah, 
William Ashton Knight 


| hope that this article has brought you up 
to speed on the exciting developments 
that are in the works with William and 
Jamie. Definitely give them a listen over 
at their MySpace page. As soon as the 
payment system is figured out we will 
update our ‘zine and let the readers know 
where to buy merchandise. In addition to 
the upcoming album (Ocean Of The 
Divine Inferno) that was mentioned 
above, there is a part two to that release 
that is called A Season In Hell. Here is 
the little bit of info on that | found on 
William’s MySpace page: 


“A Season In Hell is the acoustic project 
written and recorded by William Knight 
(aka: the Dragon) during a 2 year 
recovery period, after surviving a near 
fatal gunshot to the chest!......It is the 
second half to a double album Ocean Of 
The Divine Inferno & A Season In Hell to 
be released this fall..... Albums are 
written and produced by: William Knight 
& Jamie McCavanagh both formerly of 
Wedding Party" 


www.myspace.com/idragoniidi (band) 


www.myspace.com/dragonidi (William) 


www.myspace.com/inferno management 
(for booking and information) 
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From The Struggle to the 
Forthcoming Human 


By Steve Ruff 
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We here at Down The Line love good 
music. Yes, we are a “Christian” 
magazine (whatever that means), but we 
are also happy to bring you articles and 
reviews by bands that relate to that 
exploration between faith and art. 
Seventh Circle is one such band... they 
are not a “Christian” band, but we will 
discuss that in more detail later during 
the interview. Without getting into the 
whole “Christian/not Christian/not 
Christian but comprised of Christians” 
argument | will just say upfront that this 
band is worth checking out on every 
level. This is great music, and while not 
“Christian” per se, it is heavily steeped in 
Spirituality based solely on the subject 
matter alone. Adam Pederson is the 
architect behind Seventh Circle. It is his 
brainchild and his band. | first came 
across Seventh Circle because Adam is 
the moderator of the Saviour Machine 
message board entitled the Arena, and | 
spoke with him there at one point. | was 
happy to hook up with Adam, he’s a 
super nice guy and his music is genuine. 
| immediately noticed a resemblance to 
Saviour Machine and that is always a 
welcomed plus. In addition to this 
interview, Adam is also helping us at 
Down The Line with a special surprise for 
the future, another special edition by a 
phenomenal artist. | won’t give away the 
surprise just yet, but it will be well worth 
the wait! So, enjoy this read and check 
out this band! 


1) Can you tell me about Seventh 
Circle and how it came to be? Where 
did the name come from? 


In 2000 | released a demo under the 
name The Crimson Sky Project but it 
wasn’t great quality and it was thrown 
together pretty quickly. | can hardly 
listen to it anymore. After that is when | 
decided to switch gears and | started 
writing new music. It was back in 2001 
or 2002 when | decided to use the name 
Seventh Circle. | don’t remember if it 
was something | saw somewhere or 
something that just popped in my head 
one day. A lot of people think it’s in 
reference to Dante’s Inferno but it’s really 
just something | thought sounded cool 
and captured the sound | was going for. 


2) Seventh Circle is comprised of just 
you and a couple of contributing 
artists, are there ever any plans to 
play shows live? 


| would love to play shows one day and | 
am actually starting to seriously think 
about it. Kevin Wiler is a longtime friend 
and he would definitely be there to play 
guitar if we ever did a show. I’m working 


on finding a good drummer, a bass 
player and a piano/keyboard player. My 
goal is to find people that will share the 
same vision | have and will have the 
desire to work with me on a long term 
basis. | want Seventh Circle to be 
around for a long time to come. 


3) The music is reminiscent of Saviour 
Machine, are they an influence on 
your work? 


| have been a fan of Saviour Machine 
since 1993. It was some years later 
when Eric and | really became friends 
and a few years we ago starting working 
together on some SM projects. The 
music of SM is a very big influence on 
me and being close to Eric | have really 
learned a lot about his composition style 
which in turn has made me a better 
composer | believe. | don’t listen to SM 
nearly as much as | used to but they will 
always be a part of me and my music for 
sure. 


4) Given that you are the moderator of 
the SM board (and friends with Eric), 
have you ever played with them in any 
capacity? 


| have never played with SM before but 
as | said above, Eric and | have worked 
together on some SM projects the past 
few years. My role has been on more of 
the graphic design and merchandise 
Operations side of things. | was most 
involved with the Rarities Box Set as | 
actually was involved in some of the 
editing and choosing of the material for 
that release.” 


5) Are you involved in any projects 
outside of Seventh Circle? 


Currently | am not involved with any 
other projects, at least not on a creative 
level. | do have future plans of doing 
other solo projects though as there are 
many different styles of music | would 
like to do and | can’t do it all with Seventh 
Circle. 


6) | believe The Struggle was based on 
your grandfather? Can you explain 
that a little more? 


The Struggle deals with the last couple 
years of my Grandfathers life and the 
events leading up to his death. It is 
taken from many different perspectives 
and touches on life, death, love, loss and 
greed. It’s a story that | wanted to tell for 
a few reasons. | think mainly it was 
probably my way of coping with the loss 
but also a testament to a man | loved 
very much and he was someone who 


was always there for me when others 
were not. It was the first time someone 
really close to me ever died and it was 
difficult for me for many months. 


7) Your website says that The 
Struggle Remixes are coming, tell me 
about that project? 


| have always been a big fan of remixes 
and alternate mixes of the music | listen 
to. | decided very early on that | wanted 
to do a couple remixes of these songs 
and decided to take it a step further and 
actually make a release out of it. | have 
a couple friends doing remixes as well. 
The ones | have completed so far turned 
out pretty good | think. It’s not something 
for the average fan really, it’s more for 
the bigger fans so hopefully | have a few 
of those out there, we'll know soon 
enough. | am hoping to release it in June 
or July. 1am also working on a couple 
other projects for release later this year 
and sometime in 2010. 


8) Given the length of time to make 
The Struggle, why have you chosen to 
give it away as a download? Are there 
any more physical copies that are 
left? 


Being that Seventh Circle is just starting 
out, | thought it would be better to just get 
the music out there and try to build a fan 
base than to try and sell the CD’s and 
maybe only have a couple hundred 
people hear it. In my opinion it has been 
a success since it has been downloaded 
something like 3 or 4 thousand times. 
I’ve got nothing but really good feedback 
across the board and that has definitely 
helped me in working on future projects. 
It kind of lets me know that I’m on the 
right track. | spent a long time on that 
album and I’m very proud of how it 
turned out. It’s comforting to know that 
people are enjoying it. 


9) | know that Seventh Circle is nota 
Christian band, given that you work 
closely with professing believers, is 
that uncomfortable at all? 


Some of my closest friends are 
Christians so I've never been 
uncomfortable around it. We have a 


mutual respect for each others beliefs 
and we don't try to influence one another 
either way. There are people | have met 
over the years that assumed | was a 
Christian and when they found out | was 
not, they actually stopped talking to me 
or expressed that they felt deceived. | 
think that kind of thinking is unhealthy, 
I’ve never understood why some people 
of faith think they can only have friends 


who are of that same faith. If there is a 
mutual respect than it shouldn’t matter as 
far as I’m concerned. 


10) What difference do you see that 
exists in the Christian and secular 
markets? 


This is kind of a hard question for me 
because | really haven't been too 
involved in the Christian market for some 
time. Back in the mid-late 90’s there 
were several bands | liked and would 
listen to and | even went to Cornerstone 
a few times. One thing | do remember is 
what non-believers views often were 
regarding Christian music. |! would tell 
friends of mine that | really like this band 
or that band, | would play it for them and 
half the time they might like what they 
hear but as soon as | told them they were 
a Christian band, some of those people 
would immediately write it off... It was 
like, because it was Christian it 
automatically had to suck or something. 
| never understood that way of thinking. 
I’ve always been a person who just likes 
what | like, regardless of its message. | 
hear about that a lot though, even today. 
There’s a lot of great music out there and 
there is a lot of not-so-great music as 
well... | don’t think the good belongs to 
one market just as | don’t think the bad 
does either. I’m not sure | answered the 
question the way you wanted but that is 
what came to mind when | read it. 


11) Who are your musical influences, 
and who are you listening to right 
now? 


Some of my main musical influences are 
Saviour Machine, Tool, Nine Inch Nails, 
The Mars Volta, Pink Floyd and The 
Doors. | also listen to a lot of electronic 
music as well as classical music and 
movie scores. 


As far as what | am into right now, | have 
been listening to Fischerspooner, The 
Mars Volta, Tori Amos, Tool and | 
actually recently re-purchased the Mortal 
album Wake and the Argyle Park album. 


12) What do you think about the 
digital revolution and how it affects 
the music industry? 


There are good things and bad things in 
my opinion. | love that you can release 
an album digitally like more and more 
artists are doing, but my biggest problem 
with that is the whole MP3 thing. I’m 
really excited for the days when we start 
using wav files in our iPOD’s instead of 
MP3’s. The sound quality of an MP3 is 
just not that good. With technology going 


the way it is, | think in a few years time 
we will probably be at that point. | 
actually said many years ago that what | 
thought what would eventually happen is 
you would be able to get a full album on 
a digital music player. You would have 
all the artwork, lyrics and the songs in 


CD quality. It would be like having the 
CD itself right in a small player. I’m still 
very much into buying actual CD’s 


though, there is something about holding 
that CD in your hand and being able to 
flip through the booklets that | don’t think 
| will ever want to give up. 


As far as how it affects the music 
industry, | think over the course of the 
next ten years maybe we will near the 
extinction of record labels all together. 
More and more artists are releasing 
albums without labels and are finding 
success on their own terms. This is the 
way it should be. Why should some 
record exec get filthy rich off the music 
you pour your heart and soul into? It’s 
always been something that bothered me 
so | say good riddance to the labels. 
Distribution companies are a different 
story though and | think they will always 
have a purpose in the music industry. 
Sorry | went on a little long there but | 
see what happens to some bands when 
their labels screw them over and it really 
makes me sick sometimes. 


After we had already done the bulk of 
this interview, Adam updated his website 
with a couple more releases that are 
coming. As you read above he released 
The Struggle in 2008 and those remixes 
are coming in August (he just completed 
them). In addition, Adam is also releasing 
two other projects. The first is called 
Human, another full length release that 
will be coming out. The second project is 
called Horror Show. Next is the brief 
question and answer session we had 
about these upcoming releases. 


1) In regards to the upcoming Human 
release, who are the players on this 
recording? 


As of right now, Kevin Wiler will likely be 
playing all the guitars onthe entire 
album. 1! would like to add some other 
musicians but | won’t know for sure what 
that will be until | get back into production 
on it this Fall. 


2) Musically is it similar to The 
Struggle, or what are the differences? 


Human will sound quite a bit different 
than The Struggle. It's much more riff 
and melody orientated and will also be 
more up-tempo and heavier than The 


Struggle. There are a lot of electronic 
and percussive elements as well. That's 
about all | can say right now until 
production resumes. 


3) In what formats will this one be 
available? 


It will likely be available on CD as well as 
a digital download. 


4) Can you tell me a bit about Horror 
Show and who plays on that? 


This one is all me... 
5) Musically, what is the style here? 


Basically, it’s like a score to a horror 
movie. A lot of orchestration and 
percussion as well as different sound 
effects and samples interlaced 
throughout. There will be no vocals so | 
really want to tell a story through the 
music. So far, | think it is working well. 


6) Is there a back story to the 
imaginary film? If so, what is that? 


| wrote a very rough story outline just to 
give me direction in writing each 
movement. There will be song titles but 
that will be all the listener will have to go 
by. | want the music to fill in the gaps. 


7) Will there be any other media 
accompanying this? 


At. this point, it will likely just be the 
CD/download. 


So, in conclusion, check out this band! 
There is so much in the works, coming 
out soon. Seventh Circle is a group that 
should be around for a long time to 
come. As you can tell from Adam’s 
influences, the genre here is broad and 
encompasses goth, industrial and 
ambient. | was honestly impressed at the 
quality of The Struggle when | first heard 
it. In this day and age where everyone 
has free downloads through MySpace, 
the problem for me is finding something 
that is of good solid, lasting quality. 
Seventh Circle is that band. You will be 
able to check them out on FaceBook 
soon, but for now here are the links to 
their MySpace site and their regular 
website. Please support this music and 
purchase upcoming releases if you like 
what you can hear. Thanks for reading, 
and thanks again to Adam for his 
generosity! 


www.seventhcircle.net 
www.myspace.com/seventhcirclemusic 
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SINCERELY PAUL 


GRIEVE (re-issue) 
2009 Slide Music Group 


SlideMusicGroup.com 
Review by: Matt Crosslin 
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SEVENTH CIRCLE 
THE STRUGGLE REMIXES 
2009 Independent 


MySpace.com 
Review by: Steve Ruff 


DEAD ARTIST 


So tig oe 


DEAD ARTIST SYNDROME 
PRINTS OF DARKNESS 
1990 Public Records 

1991 Blonde Vinyl Records 
Purchase: eBay.com 

Review by: Steve Ruff 


Against all odds, this classic album by Sincerely Paul has been re-issued... and one sweet re-issue it is! 
Not only do you get the full original album re-mastered, you also get a full extra disc of bonus material. 
Grieve has been reviewed here before, so I'll just briefly touch on the re-mastering on disc one: yes, you 
can hear a difference between the original disc and the re-mastered disc. That would be worth the price 
alone, but there is more. 


The main value of this re-issue for fans is really the disc of extra songs. Contained here are all of the 
unreleased songs off of the early Sincerely Paul demos, as well as some live tracks. The quality of the 
early demo material is great — it is hard to tell that they were demos at one time. Stylistically, these early 
songs are less gothic and more rock than songs that came later. The passion and energy are still there. 
These songs just showcase a band evolving in style. 


The live songs are the real treat, even for hardcore Sincerely Paul fans that might already own the demos. 
Some of the live songs are from Grieve, but some are new songs that have never been released, including 
an early version of the upcoming SLIDE single “January.” The second disc closes with a sweet early demo 
version of the “The Black and the Blue” (later recorded by SLIDE for a compilation album in the early 
1990s). These unreleased songs serve as glimpse into what could have been Sincerely Paul’s second 
album — but sadly will be as close as we'll ever get to knowing. 


Combine all of this with well designed and informative liner notes, and you have one of the best re-issues in 
recent memory. If you are a fan of the band, or even Gothic music in general, you have to get yourself a 
copy of this album. 


Since we talked about Seventh Circle’s album The Struggle in the interview, | figured we would 
just review The Struggle Remixes here. Below is the review, straight from Adam Pederson so 
you get the full scoop from the artist himself. 


There is one remix of each track from the album and it's about 62 1/2 minutes long, about 6 
minutes longer than the actual album. For the short instrumentals | did something called an 
"Elements" remix, which was basically using certain tracks from the song and remixing them... 
adding nothing new. Just an interesting take on the track and usually showcasing something 
that was buried or quiet in the original mix. A few of the remixes | added and changed things a 
bit, the song still being recognizable, just a fairly different or very different feel to it. There really 
are no electronic elements at all. | didn't feel any of the songs really called for it although I'd like 
to do something like that in the future for upcoming albums. Two remixes were done by friends 
and they are also basically alternate takes on the song often giving a different feeling overall. 
The title track is simply a guitar mix of the song. | loved the guitar work in it and decided to do a 
mix that showcased that. "The Funeral" mix is the original mix that Eric (Clayton of Saviour 
Machine) and | did when we were mixing the album. It's about 6 minutes longer than the album 
version and is a very interesting, yet pretentious, ending to the track. In the end, we decided it 
just didn't work for the album so | did an alternate version. The remix of "October" is on the 
Seventh Circle MySpace page. | will put another remix up there soon as well. 


Prints of Darkness is the one that started it all. This one the one that introduced me to DAS and | was immediately 
hooked. | actually bought the album because of the cover art and the name, at the time | didn’t know anything 
about the music. The other reason that | also bought this one was because it was on Blonde Vinyl records which 
was one of those labels were | felt one just couldn’t go wrong. The music here is classic goth, dark, ethereal and 
brooding, but held together well by Healy’s deep vocals. So how did this one end up coming to fruition to begin 
with? I'll let Healy tell you in his own words. 


“| was friends with producer Thom Roy for years and he always liked the bizarre songs | would create for the 
outgoing messages on my answering machine. At that time Whitefield studios was adding a second studio that we 
had been building upstairs. Thom asked me after ten years why was | the only one of his friends who never asked 
for free studio time. I'd never really thought about it, but frankly I’d seen so many other people hit Thom up for 
studio time and burn him, | just never wanted to use him that way so it never really came up in my mind. Well, he 
needed someone to beta test the new room and asked if | wanted to do it. This was based on my musical taste and 
the answering machine stuff. | had worked on other people’s recordings and knew how to use most of the gear so | 
started recording Prints of Darkness with a drum machine, a cheap keyboard and vocals. | sort of built a record 
backwards, later bringing in bass and guitar. The next thing | know this is actually turning into something. At the 
time Thom, myself and another guy were managing Gym’s band Boys Club. | brought in Jeff Sheets, their 
keyboard player, and replaced my one finger lines. Next thing | know another one of my friends wanted to join in 
the fun. So there was this four song cassette floating around called ‘The Demo From Hell’, and it fell into a 
distributors hands. They called and said turn it into an album, we'd like a bunch of them. So Ojo, Gym, and a bunch 
of other friends and | when back to the studio and pounded out the rest of what became “Prints”. Somehow one 
ends up in the right hands and we are invited to play our first gig at Cornerstone and it’s a hit. Next we get asked to 
play at GMA and the rest is history as they say. | was simply very lucky, had these very talented friends and some 
songs and they all got what | was doing and it worked. That’s been the pattern since | come up with the tunes and 
lyrics. Take it as far as | can go, add friends and stir = album.” 


EVA O 


RIDE THE MADNESS 
1999 MCM Music 
Purchase: eBay.com 
Review by: Steve Ruff 


THE AWAKENING. 


Ethereal Menace 


THE AWAKENING 
ETHEREAL MENACE 
1999 Intervention Arts 


Purchase: The-Awakening.com 
Review by: Steve Ruff 
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THE LAST DANCE 
WHISPERS IN RAGE 
2003 Dancing Ferret Discs 
Purchase: TheLastDance.com 
Review by: Steve Ruff 
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Eva O may or may not be an unknown to many here. She has been one of the originators in the 
“death rock” scene. Probably best known for her band Shadow Project that she started with her 
late husband Rozz Williams, Eva O is a staple in the scene she helped create. She was married 
to Williams who fronted the band Christian Death, and many call Williams the originator of the 
death rock style which basically is a mix of punk rock and goth. Without getting too involved in 
her history or her story, let’s just review this classic album! This record caught many in the 
scene by surprise because Eva O had openly confessed to becoming a believer. She had an 
encounter with God and it carried over into her music. She released Damnation in 1999 and it 
was produced by none other than Eric Clayton of Saviour Machine and also released through 
MCM music. 


This album is classic Eva O in style, and lyrically has her confronting her past in the darkness in 
which she lived. The music here is a vehicle that carries the depth and delivery of the emotion. 
The lyrics here are dark and are a narrative of her life, seen through her eyes. In true goth 
fashion this is theatrical by nature, and because the story was just being written, lyrically there 
is not redemption until the very end of this CD. Again, very dark and serious which you can tell 
from the haunting vocal at the beginning that chides “This is not make believe”. Musically this is 
what you expect from Eva O... crunchy, angry guitars backed by driven, bitter soaked vocals 
underneath a mountain of heavy beats. Great music and a great story if you can stomach it! 


The Awakening have been around for quite some time. Led by Ashton Nyfte, 
who also has an impressive solo output, The Awakening are the quintessential 
gothic band. | chose to review one of their older albums because it was the 
first one that | purchased by them. Ethereal Menace came out in 1999 and 
was a glorious mix of gothic, doom, dance and industrial. Nyte’s vocals are 
heavy but crisp, and his extremely deep voice compliments the dark emotion 
of the music. Nyte’s singing bleeds through while running the gamut from 
haunting and angry, to mournful and elegantly sad. The guitar work here is 
atmospheric, driving and powerful as it sets the stage for the industrial style 
bass and drums. Nyte is a one man machine as he has played most, and 
sometimes all, of the music on most of his albums. This one he wrote, 
engineered and produced by himself. To date The Awakening have released 8 
full length records, one record of favorites/hits and Ashton has released 
numerous solo records as well. Originally hailing from South Africa, and after 
14 years in the business, their latest record Tales Of Absolution and 
Obsoletion should be checked out as well. 


The Last Dance is a great band, and this album is solid! | bought this disc years ago 
and it fell to the bottom of the pile quickly because | sometimes buy too much music 
and | overlook and forget about things. A couple of weeks back | was digging through 
some discs and came across Whispers In Rage. | popped it in and | have listened to it 
every day since - literally every day for the last 3 weeks. | was describing the sound to 
someone else and | said it was a dash of Peter Murphy mixed with equal parts Sisters 
Of Mercy and Depeche Mode. This disc rocks and should be listened to loud! The 
thing that grabs me most musically is the synth pop that is peppered throughout most 
tracks, and then run over at a high rate of speed by the guitar work and drumming 
bass lines. It is a wonder that these guys have not blown up and become a huge 
band. The bands homepage sums it up, “There is an expression, in which a true 
musician ignites solely through his emotions. He is wise of his surroundings that 
profoundly affect his daily life. He sees life not through rose-colored glasses, but 
through a veil of expression. He experiences mental and physical injury, which leaves 
no other choice but to manipulate emotions through music. The musician, like any 
artist, cannot exist — cannot survive — cannot grow without the healing salve of 
expression. Not until then, will he feel the healing that beckons. For The Last Dance, 
writing Whispers In Rage was not a choice, it was release.” 
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VIRGIN BLACK 
SOMBRE ROMANTIC 
2001 The End Records 


Purchase: MySpace.com 
Review by: Steve Ruff 


IOLe Lovell 


SURGE ET Humane 


IDLE LOVELL 

SURGE ET ILLUMINARE 
1984 Blonde Vinyl Records 
Purchase: eBay.com 

Review by: Matt Crosslin 


Review by: Matt Crosslin 


Virgin Black first released this album in 2000. Entitled Sombre Romantic, this 
disc is full of dark, ethereal, heavy, ambient and operatic songs. The music is 
diverse, at times very low and quiet, then it builds and breaks and crashes 
around the listener as the crescendo is reached in an heavy metal-ish dirge. 
There are many classical elements to this recording as well. The vocals here 
range from gritty to haunting, then chanting to everything else in between. 
Probably one of my favorite aspects of this record is the cello and the feel of 
being in a concert hall when listening... the echo, the somber restraint and the 
frenzied pace of what can best be described as ‘symphonic - gothic doom’. 
The lyrics here are heavy and introspective, but a definite reflection of faith in 
Jesus Christ and how our faith steadies us as we navigate the world and the 
emotions that surround us. Don't let the corpse paint throw you off, these guys 
are rich in imagery, musicianship and emotion. A definite plus to your 
collection. 


Before Saviour Machine, before Dead Artist Syndrome, there was Idle Lovell. Idle 
Lovell was a side project by Michael Knott designed to be only for non-Christian 
audiences. So, while this is not the first Christian Goth band, it is one of the earliest 
examples of Goth music made by Christian artists. This six-song vinyl album is very 
hard to find today, but well-worth the search if you are in to bands that play dark 
synth-based dance music like the Sisters of Mercy. 


Two of the songs on this disc — “Shallow” and “I Can’t Wait” — were re-recorded by 
Knott on later albums. | like these early versions better. “Touch Me In the Wind’, the 
lead off track, was also included on the re-issue of The Lifesavers Poplife (of all 
places). If you have heard that track, then you pretty much know what to expect from 
the rest of this too short album. 


This album was self-released (as the first album on Knott’s Blonde Vinyl records), so 
the production values are a bit thin. But to many fans, that only adds to the coolness. 
I’ve read that there are some weird ownership issues that might make a full re-issue of 
this album impossible. Too bad — this album needs to be heard. 


Book Review: Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Music 
by Mark Allan Powell (2002 Hendrickson Publishers) 


Whether or not you like this book may depend on what you think of the title. You see, this is the 
most deceptively titled book in recent memory, mainly because it contains a lot of opinion and 
criticism. | read somewhere that this book was supposed to be called something else akin to 
“Mark Allen Powell's Guide to CCM.” That would be a much better title for this book. Any 
album that Powell doesn’t like gets trashed. But he doesn’t stop with music — any theological 
stance of any artist that Powell disagrees with gets shredded, too. At some point, you will read 
an article in that trashes your favorite album or espouses a belief that you disagree with. 


But | would say to look past all that, because there is a wealth of information here. Obscure 
indie artists are included in here next to big time CCM faces like Amy Grant. Powell also 
praises Starflyer 59 more highly than Petra, so bonus points in my book. In fact, large sections 
of this book cover bands that were never considered CCM. There are some obviously glaring 
omissions, but still a brave move to cover so many obscure artists. 


Also of note is the fact that Powell doesn’t sugar coat any controversy. Conflicts, divorces, and 
controversies are all covered here — where as they might have been covered up by other 
authors. Overall, a great reference for fans of the weird world of CCM. 
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D-T-LLIVE REPORT 


June 14th, 2009 

The Gig in Diamond Bar, Ca 

The Crucified, first show since 1995, and a testimony of Faith from Sonny of P.O.D. 
Free Show!!! 


Sonny, looking as stoked and amazed as | was, introduces with a "I can't believe it.... The 
Crucified!". The band kicks off with the intro to "Hateworld", Mark Salomon takes the 
stage, looks at the crowd and says, "You guy's got old!" That may be the case for many 
in the crowd that evening, me included. | gotta tell ya, once the song kicked in full, | was 
16 till the end of the night. | still get chills when Solomon, with that chilling desperate 
voice shouts, "This place is Evil, This Place is Evil!" The band still makes me want to pit, 
and that just doesn't happen at my age, not that I'm old, just beat up. But this was the 
good ol' no pit church show, | sort of get it, it's still a drag. Ironically the second song 
was, "The Pit"....yeah. The band was solid and fast for the most part, Chaffin is still one 
of the most exciting punk drummers ever. Really good to see Greg Minier back in action. 
Jeff Bellew is a huge influence on Bass for me, The Crucified was my first show, | saw 
them and said to myself, "| want to do that!" They also challenged me as a growing 
Christian, with lyrics that | could relate to, that made you dig a little deeper. Highlights of 
the show for me were: "Power of God", "Mindbender," and "Your Image". The band 
played for about thirty minutes, then Sonny came out and did a very heartfelt testimony. | 
was shocked how shy he was. A very humble and easy to relate to man. | can't do his 
story justice, so if you have a chance to hear him speak, do it. He also stuck around and 
talked to a huge mob of fans after the show, signed autographs, and took photos. After 
the testimony, The Crucified came out and did 2 more songs. Sonny joined them on 
stage for "Crucial Moment," chanting "United! United By Christ! United! United By Christ!" 
and we are, no matter Baptist, Catholic, Universal, Hip Hop, Gnostic, whatever it be, 
Christianity in a pure form has no Religion, Christ is what brings us together, getting 
hung up on different histories of the Christ or Jesus the man is pointless, it's the 
message that is important. Another cool thing was that about 80% of the crowd had 
never seen The Crucified, so they won over a lot of new fans and that is what the 
Forefathers of the scene should get, it's not what it's about, but it is a justified love for 
real disciples of God that traveled the land, spread the word, spoke some truth, and 
changed the world, they at least changed mine. 


Left: The Crucified with Sonny 


Above, top to Bottom: Mark Salomon, 
Jeff Bellew, Greg Minier, and Jim 
Chaffin. 


<— Change of Season by Matt Crosslin (1997) — 
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